
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region VIII
Denver Federal Center, Building 710
P.O.8ox25267
Denver, CO 80225-0267

ffiFEMA
December 15,2022

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Honorable Ethan Funk
Mayor, City of Ouray
P.O. Box 468
Ouray, Colorado 81427

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Case No.: 21-08-00163

Community: City of Ouray,
Ouray County,
Colorado

Community No.: 080137

APPEAL START

Dear Mayor Funk:

On February 77,2022, the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) provided your community with Preliminary copies of the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Ouray County, Colorado and Incorporated Areas.
FEMA has posted digital copies of these revised FIRM and FIS report materials to the following Website:
https:llhazards.fema.gov/femaportal/prelimdownload/. The Preliminary FIRM and FIS report include
proposed flood hazard information for certain locations in the City of Ouray. The proposed flood hazard
information may include addition or modification of Special Flood HazardAreas, the areas that would be
inundated by the base (1-percent-annual-chance) flood; base flood elevations or depths; zone designations;
or regulatory fl oodways.

We have published a notice of the proposed flood hazard determinations in the Federal Register andwill
publish a public notification concerning the appeal process (explained below) inthe Ouray County
Plaindealer on or about December 22,2022, and December 29,2022. We will also publish a separate
notice of the flood hazard determinations on the "Flood Hazard Determinations on the Web" portion of the
FEMA Website (https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/ftrm/BFE_status/bfe_main.asp). We have enclosed
copies of the notice published inthe Federal Register and the newspaper notice for your information.

These proposed flood hazard determinations, if finalized, will become the basis for the floodplain
management measures that your community must adopt or show evidence of having in effect to qualify or
remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). However, before any
new or modified flood hazard information is effective for floodplain management purposes, FEMA will
provide community officials and citizens an opportunity to appeal the proposed flood hazard information
presented on the preliminary revised FIRM and FIS report posted to the above-referenced Website.

Section 110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-234) is intended to ensure an
equitable balancing of all interests involved in the setting of flood hazard determinations. The legislation



provides for an explicit process of notification and appeals for your community and for private persons
prior to this office making the flood hazard determinations final.

During the 90-day appeal period following the second publication of the public notification in the above-
named newspaper, any owner or lessee of real properly in your communify who believes his or her
property rights will be adversely affected by the proposed flood hazard determinations may appeal to you,
or to an agency that you publicly designate. It is important to note, however, that the sole basis for such
appeals is the possession of knowledge or information indicating that the proposed flood hazard
determinations are scientifically or technically incomect. The appeal data must be submitted to FEMA
during the 90-day appeal period. Only appeals of the proposed flood hazard determinations supported by
scientific or technical data can be considered before FEMA makes its final flood hazard determination at
the end ofthe 90-day appeal period. Note that the 90-day appeal period is statutory and cannot be
extended. However, FEMA also will consider comments and inquiries regarding data other than the
proposed flood hazard determinations (e.g., incorrect street names, typographical errors, omissions) that
are submitted during the appeal period, and will incorporate any appropriate changes to the revised FIRM
and FIS report before they become effective.

If your community cannot submit scientific or technical data before the end of the 90-day appeal period,
you may nevertheless submit data at any time. If wamanted, FEMA will revise the FIRM and FIS report
after the effective date. This means that the revised FIRM would be issued with the flood hazard
information presently indicated, and flood insurance purchase requirements would be enforced
accordingly, until such time as a revision could be made.

Any interested party who wishes to appeal should present the data that tend to negate or contradict our
findings to you, or to an agency that you publicly delegate, in such form as you may specify. We ask that
you review and consolidate any appeal data you may receive and issue a written opinion stating whether
the evidence provided is sufficient to justify an official appeal by your community in its own name or on
behalf of the interested parties. Whether or not your community decides to appeal, you must send copies of
individual appeals and supporting data, if any, to: r8commentsandappeals@fema.dhs.gov. Please
reference City of Ouray and 21-08-00165 in the subject line of email. If there is a hard copy component to
the appeal package, send a notification to the aforementioned email address and send hard copies of the
data to:

Christine Gaynes, FEMA Region VIII
Denver Federal Center, Building 710

Post Office 8ox25267
Denver, Colorado 80225-0267

Christine. gaynes@fema.dhs. gov

Additional copy to:
Haley Heinemann, Regional Service Center, STARR II

Dewbery, 990 South Broadway, Suite 400
Denver, Colorado 80209

hheinemann@dewberry.com

Terri Fead, P.E., CFM, Floodplain Mapping Coordinator
Colorado Water Conservation Board

Watershed and Flood Protection Section
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718

Denver, Colorado 80203
Temi.fead@state.co.us



If we do not receive an appeal or other formal comment from your community in its own name within
90 days of the second date of public notification, we will consolidate and review on their own merits such
appeal data and comments from individuals that you may forward to us, and we will make such
modifications to the proposed flood hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and in the revised
FIS report as may be appropriate. If your community decides to appeal in its own name, all individuals'
appeal data must be consolidated into one appeal by you, because, in this event, we are required to deal
only with the local government as representative of all local interests. We will send our final decision in
writing to you, and we will send copies to the community floodplain administrator, each individual
appellant, and the State NFIP Coordinator.

All appeal submittals will be resolved by consultation with officials of the local government involved, by
an administrative hearing, or by submission of the conflicting data to an independent scientific body or
appropriate Federal agency for advice. Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) is also available to your
community in supporl of the appeal resolution process when conflicting scientific or technical data are
submitted during the appeal period. SRPs are independent panels of experts in hydrology, hydraulics, and
other pertinent sciences established to review conflicting scientific and technical dataand provide
recommendations for resolution. An SRP is an option after FEMA and community officials have been
engaged in a collaborative consultation process for at least 60 days without a mutually acceptable
resolution ofan appeal. Please refer to the enclosed "scientific Resolution Panels" fact sheet for
additional information on this resource available to your community.

FEMA will make the reports and other information used in making the final determination available for
public inspection. Until the conflict of data is resolved and the revised FIRM becomes effective, flood
insurance available within your community will continue to be available under the effective NFIP map,
and no person shall be denied the right to purchase the applicable level ofinsurance at chargeable rates.

The decision by your community to appeal, or a copy of its decision not to appeal, should be filed with this
office no later than 90 days following the second publication of the flood hazard determination notice in
the above-named newspaper. Your communify may find it appropriate to call further attention to the
proposed flood hazard determinations and to the appeal procedure by using a press release or other public
notice.

If warranted by substantive changes, during the appeal period we will send you Revised Preliminary copies
of the revised FIRM and FIS report. At the end of the 90-day appeal period and following the resolution
of any appeals and comments, we will send you aLetter of Final Determination, which will finalize the
flood hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and FIS report and will establish an effective
date.

Ifyou have any questions regarding the proposed flood hazard determinations, revised FIRM panels, or
revised FIS report for your community, please call our FEMA Mapping and Insurance eXchange (FMIX),
toll free, at 1-877-FEMA MAP (l-877-336-2627) or e-mail the FMIX staff at
FEMA-FMIX@fema.dhs. gov.

Sincerely

fu.-rso.2D4 r\.<

Jeanine D. Petterson
FEMA Region VIII Mitigation Division Director



List of Enclosures:

Newspaper Notice
Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations Federal Register Notice
"Scientific Resolution Panels" Fact Sheet

cc: Silas Clarke, City Administrator/Floodplain Administrator, City of Ouray
Community Map Repository (w/o enclosures)
Doug Mahan, CFM, State NFIP Coordinator (w/o enclosures)
Terri Fead, P.E., CFM, State Risk MAP Program Manager (w/o enclosures)
Christine Gaynes, FEMA Region VIII Risk MAP Specialist (w/o enclosures)
Laura Stahnke, FEMA Region VIII FM&I Specialist (w/o enclosures)



DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for Ouray County, Colorado and Incorporated Areas

The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency has issued a
preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where applicable, Flood Insurance Study (FIS)
report, reflecting proposed flood hazard determinations within Ouray County, Colorado and Incorporated
Areas. These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base Flood
Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone designations, or the
regulatory floodway. Technical information or comments are solicited on the proposed flood hazard
determinations shown on the preliminary FIRM and/or FIS report for Ouray County, Colorado and
Incotporated Areas. These flood hazard determinations are the basis for the floodplain management
measures that your community is required to either adopt or show evidence of being already in effect in
order to qualiS' or remain qualified for parlicipation in the National Flood Insurance Program. However,
before these determinations are effective for floodplain management purposes, you will be provided an
opportunity to appeal the proposed information. For information on the statutory 90-day period provided
for appeals, as well as a complete listing of the communities affected and the locations where copies of
the FIRM are available for review, please visit FEMA's website at
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/BFE-Status/bfe_rnain.asp or call the FEMA Mapping and
Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll free at l-877-FEMA MAP (l-577-336-2627).
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Collection of Information
Title: Logistics Supply Chain

Management System Cloud (LSCMS-C)
Access Control Form.

Type of Information Collection:
Existing collection in use without an
OMB control number.

OMB Number: 1660-NW152.
FEMA Forms; FEMA Form FF-145-

FY -22-1.02 (formerly 1 1 9-0*0*20),
Logistics Supply Chain Management
System Cloud (LSCMS-C) Access
Control Form; FEMA Form FF-145-FY-
22-L03, Transportation Service
Providers (TSPJ Registration Form.

Abstract: The Logistics Supply Chain
Management System Cloud (LSCMS-C)
Access Control Form is required for
FBMA or Non-FEMA personnel who
require access to the LSCMS-C
operational system, enabling end users
to process supply chain management
transactions. The LSCMS-C Access
Control Form is completed by internal
and external users who require access,
The Transportation Service Providers
(TSP) Registration Form is additionally
required for Transportation Service
Providers who would like to apply to be
a part of the FEMA Standard Tender of
Service (FEMA STOS) program for
FEMA STOS specific information that
will be included in their LSCMS-C
profiles.

Affected Publjc; Business or other for-
profit.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
984.

Estimated Number of Responses:
2,952.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Flours:885.6.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Cost: $25,531.

E stimate d Re sp ond ents' Op eration
and Maintenance Cosfs: $0.

Estimated Respondents' Capital and
Start-Up Cosfs; $0.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to the
Federal Government : $3,725,b09,

Comments

Comments may be submitted as
indicated in the ADDRESSES caption
above. Comments are solicited to (a)
evaluate whether the proposed data
collection is necessary for the proper
performance of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) evaluate the
accuracy of the agency's estimate of the
burden ofthe proposed collection of
information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;
(c) enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) minimize the burden
of the collection of information on those

who are to respond, including through
the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.9., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Millicent Brown Wilson,
Records Management Branch Chief, Office
of the Chief Administrative Officer, Mission
Supp ort, Fe de ral Emergen cy Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security.

IFRDoc. 2022-24527 Filed 11-g-22t B:45 aml

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Docket lD FEM A-2022-{002; lnternal
Agency Docket No. FEMA-B-2281I

Proposed Flood Hazard
Determinations

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of
Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMAHY: Comments are requested on
proposed flood hazard determinations,
which may include additions or
modifications of any Base Flood
Elevation (BFE), base flood depth,
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)
boundary or zone designation, or
regulatory floodway on the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), and
where applicable, in the supporting
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) reports for
the communities listed in the table
below. The purpose of this notice is to
seek general information and comment
regarding the preliminary FIRM, and
where applicable, the FIS report that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) has provided to the affected
communities. The FIRM and FIS report
are the basis of the floodplain
management measures that the
community is required either to adopt
or to show evidence ofhaving in effect
in order to qualify or remain qualified
for participation in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP).
DATES: Comments are to be submitted
on or before February B, 2023.
ADDBESSES: The Preliminary FIRM, and
where applicable, the FIS report for
each community are available for
inspection at both the online location
http s : / / hazard s.fema. gov/ fema p ortal /
prelimdownlood and the respective
Community Map Repository address
listed in the tables below, Additionally,

the current effective FIRM and FIS
report for each community are
accessible online through the FEMA
Map Service Center at https://
m s c.fema. gov for comparison.

You may submit comments, identified
by Docket No. FEMA-B-2281, to Rick
Sacbibit, Chief, Engineering Services
Bianch, Federal Insurance and
Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 400
C Street SW, Washington, DC 20472,
(202) 646-76s9, or (email)
p atrick. s acb ib it@fema. dh s.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: RicK
Sacbibit, Chief, Bngineering Services
Branch, Federal Insurance and
Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 400
C Street SW, Washington, DC 20472,
(2o2) 646-7659, or (email)
p atrick. s acbibit@fema. dh s.gov,' or visit
the FEMA Mapping and Insurance
eXchange (FMIX) online athttps://
vvww.fl o o d map s.fe ma. gov/fhm /fmx_
main.html.
SUPPLEMENTABY INFoRMATIoN: FEMA
proposes to make flood hazard
determinations for each community
listed below, in accordance with section
110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act
of tgzs,42 U,S,C. 4i.04, and 44 CFR
67.a(a).

These proposed flood hazard
determinations, together with the
floodplain management criteria required
by    CFR 60.3, are the minimum that
are required. They should not be
construed to mean that the community
must change any existing ordinances
that are more stringent in their
fl oodplain management requirements.
The community may at any time enact
stricter requirements of its own or
pursuant to policies established by other
Federal, State, or regional entities.
These flood hazard determinations are
used to meet the floodplain
management requirements of the NFIP.

The communities affected by the
flood hazard determinations are
provided in the tables below. Any
request for reconsideration of the
revised flood hazard information shown
on the Preliminary FIRM and FIS report
that satisfies the data requirements
outlined in 44 CFR 67.6(b) is considered
an appeal. Comments unrelated to the
flood hazard determinations also will be
considered before the FIRM and FIS
report become effective.

Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel
(SRP) is available to communities in
support of the appeal resolution
process. SRPs are independent panels of
experts in hydrology, hydraulics, and
other pertinent sciences established to
review conflicting scientific and
technical data and provide
recommendations for resolution. Use of



Federal Register/Vol. 87, No. 217lThursday, November Lo, 2022lNotices 67525

the SRP only may be exercised after
FEMA and local communities have been
engaged in a collaborative consultation
process for at least 60 days without a
mutually acceptable resolution of an
appeal. Additional information
regarding the SRP process can be found
online at http s : / /tvww.fl oo d srp. org/ p dfs /
sro overview.odf.'The watersheds and/or comm unities
affected are listed in the tables below.
The Preliminary FIRM, and where

applicable, FIS report for each
community are available for inspection
at both the online location https://
hazard s.fema. gov /femap ofial /
prelimdownload and the respective
Community Map Repository address
listed in the tables. For communities
with multiple ongoing Preliminary
studies, the studies can be identified by
the unique project number and
Preliminary FIRM date listed in the
tables, Additionally, the current

effective FIRM and FIS report for each
community are accessible oniine
through the FEMA Map Service Center
at https :/ /msc.fema.gov for comparison.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No.
97.O22, " Flood Insurance. "J

Nicholas A, Shufro,
Assistant Administrator for Risk Management
(Acting), Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security.

Community

City of Ukiah
Unincorporated Areas of Mendocino County

Community map repository address

Mendocino County, California and lncorporated Areas
Project: 18-09{0355 Preliminary Date: April 29,2OZz

City Hall, 300 Seminary Avenue, Ukiah, CA 95482.
Mendocino Counly Planning and Building Services Department, 860

North Bush Street, Ukiah, CA 95482.

City and Cou
Project: 19-08{041S

nty of Denver, Colorado
Preliminary Date: April 18,2022

City and County of Denver Department of Transportation and lnfrastructure, 201 West Colfax Ave-
nue, Department 608, Denver, CO 80202.

Ouray County, Colorado and lncorporated Areas
Proiect: 21-08{0165 Preliminary Date: February 17,2022

City of Ouray City Hall, 320 6th Avenue, Ouray, CO 81427.
Town Hall, 201 North Railroad Street, Ridgway, CO 81432.
Ouray County Courthouse, 541 4lh Street, Ouray, CO 81427

Town of Ridgway ......
Unincorporated Areas of Ouray County

City of Linton
Unincorporated Areas of Emmons Counly

[FR Doc. 2022-24515 Filed 11-9-22; g:45 am]

BILLING CODE 9110-12-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

lD FEM A-2022-.0002 ; I nternal
Docket No. FEMA-B-2285I

Proposed Flood Hazard
Determinations

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of
Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notice,

Emmons County, North Dakota and lncorporated Areas
Proiect: 19{8{021S Preliminary Date: December 8,2O21

where applicable, in the supporting
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) reports for
the communities listed in the table
below. The purpose of this notice is to
seek general information and comment
regarding the preliminary FIRM, and
where applicable, the FIS report that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) has provided to the affected
communities. The FIRM and FIS report
are the basis ofthe floodplain
management measures that the
community is required either to adopt
or to show evidence ofhaving in effect
in order to qualify or remain qualified
for participation in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP).
DATES: Comments are to be submitted
on or before February B, 2023.
ADDBESSES: The Preliminary FIRM, and
where applicable, the FIS report for
each community are available for
inspection at both the online location
http s : / / hazard s.fema. gov/ fe map ortal /
prelimdownlood and the respective
Community Map Repository address
listed in the tables below, Additionally,
the current effective FIRM and FIS

City Hall, 101 Northeast lst Street, Linton, ND 58552.
Emmons County Courthouse, 100 4th Street Northwest, Linton, ND

58552.

[Docket
Agency

report for each community are
accessible online through the FEMA
Map Service Center at https://
msc.fema. gov for comparison.

You may submit comments, identified
by Docket No. FEMA-B-2285, to Rick
Sacbibit, Chief, Engineering Services
Branch, Federal Insurance and
Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 400
C Street SW, Washington, DC 20472,
(2o2) 646-76s9, or (email)
p atri c k. s acb i bit@f e m a. d h s. gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: RicK
Sacbibit, Chief, Engineering Services
Branch, Federal Insurance and
Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 400
C Street SW, Washington, DC 20472,
(2oz) 646-7659, or (email)
p atrick. sacbibit@fema. dhs.gov,' or visit
the FEMA Mapping and Insurance
eXchange (FMIX) online at https://
vvvvw.fl o o dmap s.f e ma. gov / fh m / fmx_
main.html.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFoRMATIoNT FEMA
proposes to make flood hazard
determinations for each community
listed below, in accordance with section
110 ofthe Flood Disaster Protection Act

SUMMARY: Comments are requested on
proposed flood hazard determinations,
which may include additions or
modifications of any Base Flood
Elevation (BFE), base flood depth,
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)
boundary or zone designation, or
regulatory floodway on the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), and



SCIENTIFIC RESOLUTION PAN ELS

OVERVIEW

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), through
its flood hazard mapping progrcm, Risk MAP (Risk Mapping,
Assessment, and Planning), identifies flood hazards, assesses
flood risks, and partners with states, tribes and local
communities to provide accurate flood hazard and risk data to
guide them in taking effective mitigation actions. The resulting
National Flood lnsurance Program (NFIP) maps provide the
basis for community floodplain management regulations and
flood insu rance requ irements.

What is a Scientific Resolution Panel?
FEMA's Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) process reinforces
FEMA's commitment to work with communities to ensure the
flood hazard data depicted on Flood lnsurance Rate Maps
(FlRMs) are developed collaboratively, using the best science
available.

Flood hazards are constantly changing, and FEMA updates
FIRMs through several methods to reflect those changes. When
proposed changes to a FIRM are met with conflicting technical
and/or scientific data during a regulatory appeal period, an
independent third-party review of the information may be
appropriate. An SRP serves as an independentthird party.

The SRP process benefits both FEMA and the community:

) lt offers a neutral review process by independent third parties.

) lt confirms FEMA's commitment to using the best science for
the purpose of accurately depicting flood hazards on flood
maps.

) lt provides an additional opportunity for resolving community
appeals involving conflicting technical and/or scientific data.

While FEMA had previously established an SRP process, the
Biggert-Waters Flood I nsu ra nce Reform AcI of 2Ot2 forma lly
established a statutory SRP process. The Appeal and Comment
Processing Guidance for Flood Risk Analysis and Mappin{,
which incorporates the legislative requirements for the SRP, is
available at www.fema.govlguidelines-and-standards-flood-risk-
anahrcic-enrl-me nnind

For Additional lnformation
For more information on appeals, see the
FEMA docu ment Appea,s, Revisions, and
Amendments to Nation a I Flood lnsurance
Program Maps: A Guide for Community
Off i ci a Is at www.fema.gov/med ia-
I i bra ry/assets/docu m e ntV 1 7930

Part 67 of the NFIP regulations,
which pertains to appeals, is available at
http://www.fema.gov/euida nce-
docu ments-other-pu bl ished-resou rces

FEMA's Guidelines and Standards
for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping
webpage includes lhe Appealand
Comment Processing Guidance for Flood
Rr'sk Analysis and Mapping:
www.fema.govlgu idelines-and-standards-
f lood-risk-a nalysis-a nd-ma poi ng

Templates and Other Resources:
www.fema.gov/media-
I i bra ry/assets/docu ments/32 786?id= 757 7

Other lmportant Links:

r NIBS Scientific Review Panel website:
www.floodsro.orgl

o Risk MAP: www.fema.gov/risk-mapoing-
assessment-a nd-ola n n in g-risk-maB

o lnformation on Recentand Upcoming
Map Changes: www.fema.gov/status-
map-chanqe-reouests

o Flood lnsurance:
www.floodsmart.gov

RiskMAP

RISK MAPPING, ASSESSMENT, AND PLANNING PROGRAM (RISK MAP)

actroll, r.esr.tlllrrg ilr :,.11.,,tt. trrorr: trJstlltnl (julnnlutltlt(.)s.

lncreasing Resilience Together
FEMA



Who Can Request an SRPi
A community, tribe, or other political entity with the authorityto adopt and enforce floodplain ordinances for the

a rea under its ju risdiction can request that FEMA use an SRP when conflicting technical and/ or scientific data

have been presented. For additional information, review the Appeal and Comment Processin f Guidance for Flood

Risk Analysis and Mapping at www.fema.govlguidelines-and-standards-flood-risk-analysis-and-mapping.

When Can Communities Request an SRP?

A community can request an SRP if the following requirements have been met:

) lt has not yet received a Letter of Final Determination (LFD) from FEMA'

) Conflicting technical and/or scientific data, submitted during the 90-day appeal period, resulted in different flood

hazards than those proposed by FEMA.

) At least 60 days of community consultation with FEMA (but no more than 120 days) have taken place'

Additionally, a communitythat receives a FEMA-issued resolution letter and has not previously exercised the SRP

process will have 30 days from the issuance of the letter to request an SRP'

lndependent Panel Sponsor

The SRp process is managed by the National lnstitute for Building Sciences (NIBS), a non-profit organization

independent of FEMA. NIBS will administer the SRPs, ensuring that proper guidelines and procedures are employed

and maintaining a cadre of experts from which panel members are selected.

Panel Member Selection

Five panelists are convened for each appeal brought to the SRP request. Panel members are technical experts in

surface water hydrology, hydraulics, coastal engineering, and other engineering and scientific fields that relate to the

creation of FIRMs and Flood lnsurance Studies (FlS) throughout the United States.

Based on the technical challenges associated with each request, NIBS develops a list of potential members with

relevant expertise, from its cadre of experts. NIBS also checks that those listed are available to serve, do not reside

in the state from which the appeal or data were filed, and have no personal or professional interest in its findings for

the flood risk project.

NIBS provides the list to the community and FEMA to select the panel members. The community selects at least the

simple majority (three), and FEMA selects the remaining panel members from the short list of cadre members,

based on the technical challenges of the appeal or data submittal.

2 June 2016
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The Process
To request a review by an SRP, the community's Chief Executive Officer or designee completes an SRP Request
Form and submits it to FEMA during the time periods outlined above. Once FEMA confirms that the situation and the
conflicting technical and/or scientific data are eligible for an SRP, it forwards the SRP Request Form to NIBS, which
will initiate the panel selection process and develop a list of potential members.

Once the panel is convened, panel members are provided with a summary of the issue, FEMA's data, and the data
the community submitted during the 90-day appeal period. Panel members review the data and, on a point-by-point
basis, deliberate and make a decision based on the scientific and/or technical challenges.

lf the community feels it is necessary to make an oral presentation in support of its request, it must include a
justification on the SRP Request Form.

Resolution
The panel must present its written report to the community and FEMA within 90 days of being convened, and that
report will be used by the FEMA Administrator for making the final determination. A panel determination must be in
favor of either FEMA or the community on each distinct element of the dispute, and the panel may not offer any
alternative determination as a resolution. ln the case of a dispute submitted by the community on behalf of an
owner or lessee of real property in the community, the panel determination must be in favor of either FEMA, the
community, or the owner/lessee on each distinct element of the dispute.

lf changes to the maps are recommended in the panel's determination, and FEMA elects to implement the panel's
determination, FEMA will incorporate the changes into a revised Preliminary FIRM and, if appropriate, FIS report. The
revised products will be available to the community for review, with a resolution letter, before FEMA issues an LFD.

Once the SRP provides its determination and FEMA issues its resolution letter to implement the recommendations,
the SRP recommendations are binding on all appellants and not subject to judicial review.

lf the FEMA Administrator elects not to accept the panel's findings, the Administrator will issue a written justification
within 60 days of receiving the report from the SRP. Under these circumstances, the appellants maintain their right
to appeal FEMA's final determination to the appropriate Federal District Court.

3 June 2016
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Figure .L. SRP Timeline
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